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African drumimers at kst week's program Lamch.
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Drumming up help

Lee Armold

HELATIONSHIF brealdown
s an added stress for many
tefuges families setiling in
Malbourma's north, =ays the
leader af A new AUDEOTT &or-
vioe.

Specialist counsalling ser.
vicwes are now avalilable for
famibes under the Swonger
Familles Program, o servio
rmun in Melbmeme's north
and west by the Bratherioad
of 5t Lanrence’s Ecumenical
Migratlon Centre nnd Aduli
Multiculiaral Education Ser-
viee,

Tha program was liunehad
at hMelbourne Town Hall 1ast
il Program lenidar
Muktesh Chibber said most
ref g wnild nof be aware

professional help was avail:
ahle because it often had not
existed In thelr country of
origin.

“In Africa thers would end
to ba a traditional healer or
they wollld g0 o their &
tended family for adviee™
Mz Chibber sakl.

Eefuges families faced ex-
ira stress as they settied lnto
n new country and culiure
and this eould l=ad to re-
Iationship breakdowns.

Going through the legal
sysitem was algo a fraumatic
Prospect.

“This i= a program that
undersiands the refugpes ex-
parience,” NMs Chibber said.

MNew migrant families from
Africa, Irag, Iran. Afghan.
feian and the f(ormer

Yugoslavia ure sligihls for
the program. which gets
about S180000 a vear from
the Fedetal Government.

Serenin (rreco, from  the
Brotherhood of St Laurence,
safd refuges families also
faced femsion a& children
miopted  Australian  wavs
fasier than thelr parenis,

Thiz could leave
parents fesling a8 lack of
respect and loss of anthority,

Under the program, oo
muslity leaders and commiis
nity =ervices will fdentify
fomilles in need of nsaist
R,

Mz Grees sald the program
workars would refer fnmilies
::Imml arTvices Whiert fiss-

>

For clatails call 9315 4.



